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Appointment of Interim Principal - Mario Di
Clemente

We are writing to update you on a change to the Senior Management Team at

Bishopstrow.
Our Principal, Stuart Nicholson, has decided that after fifteen years of Headship
it is time to move on to other areas of education and to develop other projects
in which he is involved. Stuart advised us earlier this year that he wished to
step down at Christmas and since then, he has been working with the Senior
Management Team in selecting and appointing his successor. We are pleased
that we can make that formal announcement today.
We have benefitted greatly from Stuart’s experience during the tumult of
COVID, which has been almost the entire time he has been at Bishopstrow.
Prior to joining the College, Stuart had been the Chair of the Independent
Schools Association and Chair of the Council for Independent Education, as
well as having had two previous headships in independent boarding schools.
However, it was his enthusiasm for technology in education that was to prove of
particular value; when the College needed to switch to become a virtual school
in March 2020, we were perhaps the only school in the UK with a Principal who
had already set up an online school – Stuart had previously established liveonline lessons from Cambridge offering IGCSEs and A Levels to students in the
UK, and in Russia, Korea and Turkey.
The calm and reassuring approach that characterises his work with colleagues
and students alike saw us through this enormous challenge, and we have been
able to carry on supporting students with all the care that everyone admires at
Bishopstrow, whatever COVID and lockdowns and quarantine regulations have
thrown at us. We are very grateful indeed for everything that Stuart has done
leading Bishopstrow through these most difficult times.
Yesterday Stuart welcomed to Bishopstrow his successor, Mario Di Clemente.
Mario has 35 years’ experience of independent education, with a focus on
international students. His experience includes roles in boarding schools. With
a background in modern languages, from September 1986 to August 1997,
Mario was Head of Spanish and Assistant Head of House at Woldingham
School (one of Bishopstrow’s partner schools). Then, from August 1997 to
August 2007, he was Director of Studies and then Vice Principal of MPW in
London. Mario then moved to Cambridge Tutors College (CTC) in Croydon,
initially as Vice Principal from 2007 to 2008 and then as Principal from 2008 to
2014. From CTC, Mario progressed to Principal of CATS College in London,
an almost entirely international college with 55+ nationalities represented. After
5 years in this role, Mario was appointed Chief Operations Officer of Chancery
Education Trust, a Multi Academy Trust consisting of three schools in South
London.

With two children of his own currently going through IGCSE and A Level, and
his background in languages and international education, Mario understands
deeply the needs and concerns of international students and parents planning
the next stage of education. Stuart said to staff yesterday how much he was
looking forward to introducing Mario to everyone and how pleased he was to be
handing over Bishopstrow College to such a capable friend and colleague.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Stuart for his myriad of
contributions to Bishopstrow during his time with us and to wish him the very
best with the next stage of his career. We are very much looking forward to
having Mario join us and hope that many of you will be able to meet him in
person soon.
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